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TAP DANCE STUDY GUIDE        
Basic Information:

· America is credited with the origins of tap dance in early 1800’s (reflected the sounds of the Machine Era in the Industrial Age)

· Influenced by 

· Irish solo step dance

· English clog dance

· African dance movements

· Spanish flamenco dancing

· To be successful in tap, you must master the movement and produce the correct sounds.  When movements become faster steps become smaller.
· Tap requires ankle flexibility and transfer of weight is important
· Can be performed a capella or to music

· Famous tap dancers and choreographers include… Gregory Hines, Fred Astaire, and Gene Kelley, etc.
Definitions:

· Back essence- brush back (spank), step, step <4 sounds> 
· Ball change- weight transfer <2 sounds>
· Brush-  utilizes the toe tap <1 sounds>
· Buffalo- jump, shuffle, jump <4 sounds>
· Chug- slide forward using whole foot <1 sound>
· Cramp roll- toe, toe, heel, heel <4 sounds>
· Dig- heel touches forward but takes no weight <1 sound>
· Flap- brush, toe(down)  <2 sounds>
· Irish- shuffle, hop, step  <4 sounds>
· Lindy- flap, chasse, ball change traveling sideways 

· Maxi Ford- shuffle, jump, toe <4 sounds>
· Paddle turn- step, ball change, ball change, ball change <7 sounds>

· Scuff- a brush that utilizes the heel only <1 sound>

· Shuffle- brush, brush <2 sounds>
· Stamp- takes weight of whole foot <1 sound>
· Step/Toe- takes weight on toe tap < 1 sound>
· Stomp- takes no weight <1 sound>
